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Alin SUCIU
Göttingen Academy

THE RECOVERY OF THE LOST 
FRAGMENT PRESERVING THE TITLE 

OF THE COPTIC BOOK  
OF BARTHOLOMEW

EDITION AND TRANSLATION OF  
CORNELL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY,  

MISC. BD. MS. 683

The Coptic Book of Bartholomew, also known as Liber Bartholo-
maei, is preserved in several Sahidic manuscripts, all incomplete. Two 
of these originated in the famous library of the White Monastery in 
Upper Egypt. At a certain point, one of the fragments of these codices 
belonged to the French scholar Jean Doresse. The fragment in ques-
tion has vanished, being known only by a photograph of its recto. This 
article shows that the Doresse fragment has resurfaced recently in the 
collection of Cornell University in Ithaca. The author documents its 
modern history, and analyzes its content for the first time. The article 
also includes an edition and English translation of the new fragment.

Le Livre copte de Barthélemy, connu aussi sous le titre de Liber 
Bartholomaei, est conservé dans plusieurs manuscrits sahidiques, tous 
incomplets. Deux d’entre eux proviennent de la bibliothèque du fameux 
Monastère Blanc en Haute-Égypte. Un de ces fragments avait été en 
possession du savant français Jean Doresse, puis il a disparu et n’était 
plus connu que par une photographie du recto. Le présent article mon-
tre que le fragment Doresse a refait surface récemment dans la col-
lection de l’Université Cornell à Ithaque. L’auteur retrace son histoire 
récente et, pour la première fois, analyse son contenu. L’article inclut 
également une édition et une traduction anglaise de ce nouveau frag-
ment.

It is notorious, that ancient manuscripts in private hands often 
change owners, which makes them difficult to access by scholars. 
These stray fragments vanish, only to resurface years later in another 
collection. In this article, I will focus on a manuscript fragment of the 
Coptic Book of Bartholomew (CANT  80 ; clavis coptica  0027), which 


