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A COPTIC SERMON ATTRIBUTED TO ST ATHANASIUS.

THE following sermon, attributed to St Athanasius, is found in
a manuscript (M 595) belonging to the Pierpont Morgan Library, New
York !, where it occupies folios, 1ooV-108". The manuscript is in good
condition and consists of 148 parchment folios, 355 x 275 mm., which
are still contained in the original binding. There are two columns to
the page of 33-35 lines each, with an average of 12 letters to the line.
It is written in a good hand in the Sahidic dialect of the Coptic language,
with occasional Fayyumic or Bohairic forms. Formerly it belonged to
the Monastery of the Archangel Michael at Hamouli on the southern
border of the province of Fayyum. It is dated A.D. 855 and is a synaxary,
containing ten treatises. ’

So far as is known no other copy of this sermon exists in Coptic or
any other language. The work itself has all the marks of having been
composed in Coptic. The Biblical quotations and allusions appear to
have been made freely from memory. The work is hard to date from
internal evidence. The references to the equality of the Son with the
Father presuppose the Arian controversy and those to the Holy Spirit
are possibly due to the Macedonian. The mention of the Manichees
suggests the fourth century when they were a menace to the Egyptian
Church. It has not been possible to determine who the heretics were
who claim that the Son is better or more merciful than the Father.
There is consequently no a priort reason for supposing that St Athana-
sius is not the author, for there is good reason for believing that he
knew Coptic? and in addition to this sermon, there are a number of
others found only in Coptic attributed to him. Not until these have
been edited and compared, not only with each other, but with the Greek
homilies as well, will it be possible to have any standard by which to
judge of their authenticity.

It seems probable that the discourse was meant either for Good

1 A facsimile of the manuscript has been published in Bybliothecae Pierpont Morgan

Codices Coptici Pholographice Expressi. Tomus XLIII. Romae. ap. MCMXXII.
2 See S. Athanase Ecrivain Copte par L. Th. Lefort in Le Muséon. Vol. 46.
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Friday or Holy Saturday. If it were not for the mention of the day of
great joy, it would certainly seem to be a Good Friday discourse. As
the resurrection is not mentioned, it is obviously not an Easter sermon,
but might come very appropriately on the day before, which was already
at that time celebrated with great pomp.

The Coptic text printed here has been emended in various places,
the manuscript reading being found in the footnotes. It has also been
edited both as to punctuation and diacritical lines ®.

J. B. BERNARDIN.

3 I am indebted to Dr W. E. Crum or his gracious kindness in reading through

the text and allowing me to make use of his valuable suggestions; to Professor

Robert P. Casey and Dr Edward R. Hardy jr. for their generous help with the
introduction and translation.

M. 595

f. 1o0"® oyaedra fiTeaMaA0ANACIOC MAPHCIENMICKONOC Tipakote eTher-
QIce WMeHCPICTOC IHCOYC aTWw eTheooTe mmuraiitoan: ofioyerpunu
RTENNOYTE * QasHN :

OYTNOG NAN ME METWa WNOOY AYW OYNOS TeE MEYCWOYP €QOYIt

CWOYQ THPTI neTxoope efoA TiTenKkaQ fATETRCWOYP €QOYI ENETR00Y
fipawyye QIOTPOT NPHT K€ EPENUWHPE WMNOYTE HAAEI WArWTH eTey-
weAeeT eToyaal eTeTal Te THAGOAIKH ERRAHCIA ° ANON QWWI
neoIPAN TRiRaAAer WMwTii =e agwh miae cobite * asaHITH eQoym

f. 100" eTweNeeT: TnPwwne fioe Tt Wnapeenoc ficos | mal eteamiiney
OTNEYTAANAC ATMETATTION * KOCALES IMAWTIE PIPOYTH ayw Q1hoA
WAWTH RTETHES €0 €TUWEAEET !

MPAArA0 IXATE AN ME THRAAES Mooy aAAa THKaAer on

RNQHRE ° TIQOOYT AsaraTe AN 5E€ THRKAAE! AXO00Y aAAa THRaAer
Ofn TITNKEQIOE * TPENSIMOYWAL A €YRAQNX FETOYMARAATY QAPWTH
adAla genTpodu' TWNNMEYAMATIRON NETOYHARAAY QAPWTH eTpe-
TeTiins eBOA TigHTOY - Tigemarace am eycanmawyT MNETOYTHMAKAAY
QAPWTH AAAA MCWarA FIHCOYC MENCPICTOC METOYHAKAXY QAPWTI *

f. 101" TOYHPT an egareg TaTiTxACIPHT | e Tiinacw eBoA ToHTH aAAa
TECNOY FIHCOYC NMEDCPICTOC TE TRHACOOY QIAMMOTHPION e€Toyaah-
TQENPTAONH AN HEW MTPENNCOPOC NTEMKOCALOC IE TRNACWTIL
epooyY aAAa THIGAPa HAAYEIA TE TAMAXW EPWTIH HNYHTT Timec-
oyanoc aiinecadaoc etoyaah * foyctnoyyge® an egxagir ne
TRNAWWAIL €pOYy aAA2 MUWOYOHNE VNMEIWT ETETESYCIA MMEYWHPE
T€ TTOY NeE TIURAWWAILL €poy * TNOoynewmdioc TNTENKOCAMOC an
€UJay 0y METHAAEI A WTH AAAA NEOEIC WBNTHPY NMETONP HOYOEsw

1 MS QRTPODHH. 2 MS noyctnoyhe.
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M. 595
A sermon of St Athanasius, Archbishop of Alexandria, on the suffer- f. 100"*

ings of Christ Jesus and on fear of the judgement-place. In the peace
of God. Amen.
This festival to-day and its service is for us a major one. Assemble
all you mighty of the earth that you may come to worship on this day
of joy and hearty gladness, because the Son of God calls you to His
holy bride, the Catholic Church. We ourselves, His servants, call you
because everything is prepared. Come within to the bride! Do not
be like the five foolish virgins, | those who had no oil in their lamps or f. 100"#
their vessels. Prepare yourselves inwardly and outwardly to go in to
the bride.
Not only the rich do we invite, but we also invite the poor. Not
only men do we invite, but we also invite women. No defiled food will
be offered you, but spiritual food will be offered you to partake of. No
fatted calves will be offered you, but the Body of Jesus Christ will be
offered you. No intoxicating wine | shall we drink, but the Blood of f. 101"
Jesus Christ shall we drink from the holy cup. No delights of songs or
worldly choruses shall we hear, but on the harp of David shall we play
for you its hymns and holy psalms. No profane odour shall we smell,
but the incense of the Father, which is the sacrifice of His Son, shall
we indeed smell. No mortal bridegroom of the world calls you, but the

Lord of all Who lives for ever. No bride who will be idle is this bride,
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f. 101 frran - fioyweAeer an ecnaoywcy Te TerujeAeet aAAa | TERRAHCIA
etoyaah Te * figemrAoa am ewaypwsh me Thinadwpes ooy
aAAa fikAoaw fiteTweAeer ohaTowsh me Woyoerwy i :

L[NPTPeyaareAer aAAAa MAPOYSFENH TCEATMANTA ENETYHI
egoyn ! Inpiohcw egAaarr QIWTTHYTR eTeTiimabwr epoyn en-
wafiufeAeeT x€ APENKROOYE €1 emeiama annmyudioc nmaxoy ebhoA
xe Tneysii obcw MauafiweAeer 91woy: ayt FHawpon nrate-
THATOY e€TWEAEET MPENKOOYE eYPXIMeTa : fige annyadroc naxy
ehoN\ xe TneysT awpon NTOOTH * agnaxy eloA otxmurafiyeAeer
xe .u.ﬁg@cm TO QWY :

f. To01v® eTeTH/Wanes €QoyN enHi Inmysadroc mWexCpIcToc ImEpno-
SIHPETE €TECQILLE WMMETYITOYWK * OTAE MMEPSWWT ficwe QHOYeENI-
oyaia =€ Nranmyadroc noyx snenpebyrtepoc cmay eboA
oUIMETAA XK€ AYSTITOY E€YNMOMHPEYE €COYCAMIMA TECOIE TIT WAKIAL :
ETETHWANIMAY EMETHEPHTY MMPWaxe NCWOY QMOYTHKATAAAAIA OYAE
oiigenuaxe MNnosnes =€ annyudroc cwnT enewheep Tiwh
K€ AYWARE FCwe OMOYTRATAAAAIL LLTPENCOEIT €YPOOY : €TETH-
Wanmay €TANTPIao? TTerweAeeT Wnpenmsoyarer egimxioye

f. 101" epoA TQHTT e€Te mal METKH egpal =€ anmyu|Pioc sme Hadcap
€AYYINIRIOYE QAMANMASHLA NPIEPINCW aqgw'rﬁ ATX TV

HaY Me TENMTOAH €THMaQapeQ €POOY ONTERRAHCIA TujeAeer
anegrerh xenac epenmmyardroc MEXPICTOC €fepamje €QPa¥ exwn
NGRO0C WMNOYa MOYA IMARON XK€ ENIAH ARWWINE ERO TPOT €Q€r-
KOYT® fHAKAOICTA TMALOK €xTigag * Bwr €20y empawe Wnerxo-
€1C: QaOH OYM Towh miwe sasapenmapanades LNNOYTE NYTRIOOY
€QpaY €XWI WNENMEYMA €TOYaal HFHCOPHTEr MaN WNUaxE ayw
AHOTWH MUGHT UNMOYA NOYA IXWLOM  NTHQAPEQ €NOYeEPCcaAQME

f. 102" WnnoyTte aifinequeonovennc MWHPE IHCOYC MENCPICTOC MENKOELC

TANICTIC €TXHK €hoA fcwTax epoc’ om QfiTremHcic MuoOpT
MXWWILE WMTALRIO HTNE ATNKAY * €PEMEIWT KW TWaroc nneyuiHpe
KE ALAPENTARIO FOYPWALE KATATENPIKWIL AYW KATANEMENE *
ATW AcWWNE T{QE: EICPHHTE G€ AMEIWME RE MEIWT WMANYHPE
aufinenneywa e€Toyaad Teigkwn HWoywT Te ° ethemar amcwTHp
XKOOC TNEYAOHTHC OIIMEYATTEAION €Toyaah xe mnenTagmay
€POY AYNAY EMACIWT: THOE TAP SNEOOYT IMEIWT Tal O TE€ ©¢

f. 102 LMEOOY WMNMWHPE YW TOE ﬁ'rezo'y[cm WNEIWT Tal Te O€ ﬁ'rezo'r—
CIa TMUWHPE * €ATaaC A €QPAT EXMMTHPY ° ayw flee Qwwey
ATATTATAOOC INEIWT Tal ON T€ ©€ MNTANTATAS0C IMNMWHPE

1 MS €. The whole passage is not clear; possibly the scribe has omitted some
words.

2 MS €TARNTPALAO. 3 MS QEeNQeEnKoYl.
+ MS epoy.
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but | the holy Church. No fading crowns shall we wear, but the crowns f. 1017
of this bride which never fade.
Let them not be indifferent, but let them hasten to meet those within.
Do not clothe yourselves in dirty clothing, if you would enter the bridal
chamber ; because others have come to this place and the Bridegroom
has cast them out because He did not find wedding garments upon
them. The gifts which you brought for the bride were given to others
who are in this place. Another one has the Bridegroom cast out
because he did not find a gift in his hand; He cast him out of the
bridal chamber because there was no garment to clothe him.
When you | go into the house of the Bridegroom Christ, do not do f. 101"®
evil to the wife of thy neighbour, neither look upon her with lust;
because the Bridegroom cast the two elders out of this place because
they were found doing evil to Susanna, the wife of Joakim. When you
see your companions, do not speak about them slanderously, neither in
scornful speech ; because the Bridegroom was angry with the friends of
Job because they spoke about him slanderously and with evil reports.
When you see the riches of this bride, do not desire to steal from her
those things which lie within; because the Bridegroom | found Achan f. 1018
who had stolen from the dedicated things in Jericho and put him to
death. These are the commandments which we will keep in the Church,
the bride of the Lamb, in order that the Bridegroom Christ may rejoice
over us and say to each one of us: ‘Since thou hast been faithful in
a few things, I shall appoint thee over many. Enter into the joy of thy
Lord.” Before all, then, let us beseech God to send down upon us the
Holy Spirit to supply us with speech and to open the heart of each one
of us that we may keep the commandments of | God and of His only- f. 102™
begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Again I hear our complete faith in Genesis, the first book of the
creation of the heaven and the earth, when the Father says to His Son:
¢ Let Us make man according to Our image and according to Our like-
ness.” And so it was. Behold, moreover, we have known that the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are this one image. In regard
to this the Saviour said to His disciples in the holy Gospel: ¢ Who hath
seen Me hath seen My Father.” For again as is the glory of the Father,
so is the glory of the Son ; and as is the authority | of the Father, so is f. 102™
the authority of the Son. He has given Him authority over all. And
again, on the other hand, as is the goodness of the Father, so is the
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€QOYN EMEYNAACAA D €YTWI G€ INMETPEPETIROC NPware MAT €TEW
TALOC K€ OYATASGOC TE MUHPE HPOYO EMEIWT ° ANONM A€ Tiec-
Wwne Wwon [TANAANA [THxooc TYge ° aAAa FmatanwTit
QROYTAXPO =€ Hoe MTARTATAS0C TAMEIWT TAT ON TE o€ MTMT-
ATAGO0C WNWHPE aTW Hoe NTANTWIPTHY TWNWHPE Tal ON Te o€
TTATTUJANPTHY ATENWT :

f. 1027 CLOTIL €poYy PIMMEIEW|Wware ROYWT TCEMHCIC NTEPEMEINT TALLIO
flanas epenmupe o HWhap ePowd niAXarag eTemAacic * anewwt
FAY €AnALL EYORMKOCILOC 2AYdAY ° AYNMAY €EPOY =x€ A TMET-
nacAcwAT oHoywaxe ayw uminernabonora epoyg ofiNaay Towh
fiTelpe A€ AUANPTHY PRTEYUTTATAGOC mfiTequiiTaraipwase *
NERAY WMEUIHPE K€ NMANOY NMPWILE AN ETPEYSW WAYAAY * Arapert-
Taaio ToyBoHeoc RaTapoq  TTEige ae ameiwT A1 RoyheTemp
ofifikeec Manaar agesne fHeypa ehoA TQHTT:

ANAY O ETAMNTATAGOC ENMIOYTE INTEPERAEIN ngE fiafeA
MEYCONM * agiw TOYMAEIN QIxWY =€ TimeAaay Qwth IMasog =e

f. 102"8 Taewc!| Grasetanol ngrw nag €foA: anay on eTaiitarvaeoc
VNET RTEPEYEine WNRATARAHCOC EXTMKOCLOC NYTARE Cap
i eTheneyximaont amiineyanomia ayw HTEpeYnay eﬁcapz
fifipwae eymnx €BOA eyawooyT mexag =xe ATFPTHY =e aiTanre
TRAQ: aNAY OH ETAITATAO0C LNMNOYTE E€PEMWYCHC TAPARAAET
[0y x€ ewyxe ATGIME NOYHCAPIC TMERTLTO €hoA oyom@R ma¥
€BOA Tamay €POR ° AMAY K€ AYEl EMECHT QIXUMNWTOOY NCINA
aqacepaTtq agoywnd mag efoAd IIMECwOT WMeEYeooy * OYHOYTE
€AYNIOE NOYPWALE OYXROEIC €qcoOACA megorigad:

f 103™ CICOHHTE | G€ aMeIae =€ OYATA00C Ne TEIWT MTNUIHpPE
ufinenneywa e€Toyaad ayw ¢oop@ FoHT exfiiinobe * engae fmay
THPOY FTEPEMEIWT MATY E€NKOCALOC XK€ AYTAKO AYUWANPTHY Qapost
AqTit nan IANEYuONOTENHC RWHpPE agcatit pitnennobe: Hee vap
TTANENCWTHP praze eAazapoc onifiHeama ofiTequiitaraooc fitee
oWWe O AMEIWT TMKAQ TIPHT €XNMa2aar €YTWUT WMNEYCWALA ENMECHT
EMHAQ ° AYUIARE NMAXAMAY QNTEYCIMH IMAMTTHAHT RE W Anase OY
Tie TMaT NTAKAAY ° ENMENTAKQAPEQ €MENTOAH FTERMAEI AN €Qpat
€MAoY AAAA TEHAHTE FMAKOTT MAK €YPAUJE TARATHK €ETERAPXCH
fiRecom:

f. 1038 | coTiE om eTeinos WarfiTWiiPTHY TiTeNMEwT epentoyaay cohre
LWNYE WMECTAYPOC EPEMIAATOC QAR00C EYKPISIE AXMEYALEPIT T HPE *
WNEQOOY TAP NTAYCWOYP HGT HIOTAAT ECTATPOY MNUWHPE WNNOY-
TE ATERTICIC THPC WTOPTP: AU TAP TME NEQOOY ETAMEY NAYNH

1 Perhaps one should read aretyjax.
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goodness of the Son towards His creation. Where, then, are these here-
tics, these who say that the Son is better than the Father? But we, may
it not happen to us to deceive and speak in this manner! But I shall
tell you truly that as is the goodness of the Father, so again is the
goodness of the Son ; and again as is the mercy of the Son, so is the
mercy of the Father.
Hear Him in this same book | Genesis. When the Father created f, 102"
Adam, the Son was His Companion in working with Him in the crea-
tion. The Father saw that Adam was alone in the world. He saw that
he had no one to comfort him with speech and no one to help him in
anything. But thus He had mercy in His goodness and loving-kindness
and said to His Son: ‘It is not good for man to remain alone. Let Us
make a helpmeet for him.’ And so the Father took a rib from the
bones of Adam and made Eve from it.
Behold, again, the goodness of God when Cain killed Abel his brother.
He put a sign upon him in order that no one might kill him, because
perhaps | He will repent and forgive him. Behold, again, the goodness f. 102"#
of the Father when He brought the flood upon the world and destroyed
all flesh on account of their wrongs and lawlessness. And when He saw
the flesh of man abandoned and dead, He said: ‘I have repented that
I destroyed the earth.” Behold, again, the goodness of God when
Moses besought Him: ‘If I have found favour in Thy sight, reveal
Thyself to me that I may see Thee’ Behold, He came down upon
Mount Sinai and stood and revealed to him the appearance of His
glory—a God Who obeyed a man ; a Lord Who comforts His servant.
Behold, | indeed, we have known that the Father and the Son and f. 1o3™
the Holy Spirit are good and long-suffering of sins. After all these
things, when the Father saw that the world was perishing, He had
mercy upon us and gave us His only-begotten Son, Who redeemed us
from our sins. For as our Saviour in His goodness wept over Lazarus
in Bethany, so on the other hand again did the Father grieve over
Adam when his body was buried under the earth. He spoke with him
in His pitying voice: ‘O Adam, what is this which thou hast done?
Hast thou kept the commandments? Thou wilt not go down to death,
but thy grief shall I turn for thee to joy, and I shall restore thee to thy
former state once more.’
| Hear again this great compassion of the Father when the Jews pre- f. 103™
pared the wood of the cross and Pilate sat judging His beloved Son.
For on the day when the Jews assembled to crucify the Son of God the
whole creation was disturbed. For what day is full of grief and groaning
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Q1A AQOLY EFAHTEI MEQOOY NTANIANOOC RI0Y2aT cwoyP emrda-
TOC €YxEW IMOC A€ NMUHPE RIWcHP TTaR=ITY NWiTwper asugy
nam efoA FTRCTATPOY TAar0g * ayw fiTepenmiAaToc may =€ ayoAife
W0y eTBHHTY agqBwr €207 emeNpeTWPION Agujaxe ANIHCOYC
€gxw IWAWOC =€ €IC WPESNOC THPY FNRIOYAAT AYcwoyQ €Qpat

f. 103"% exwi eThHHTR' | eTpafiTR €boA TiTaTaar €gpai emeys s fcecTay-
POY TMALOK ° ANMOKR aremn FCOOYH =€ WMMERP Asay fiowh eganuwa
[Ny ayw }oywny €Raak €B0A * aAAa ewyxe NTOK Qfioyae me
NUJHPE WNNOYTE ETWANNTR E€TALHTE UNAHAA LAPETERMNTHOYTE
TOYROKR QHNTEYLLHTE NMTMOYYIX QNNEYSIx: NTOY A€ wnegoywuyh
WNEIAATOC HOYWARE HOYTWT KATAOE NTAHCATAC MENPOPHTHC NPO-
dHTEeYE QapOy xE ToO€ TWOYECOOY €AYNTY €KONCTY ayw Weoe foy-
oreih eqf am fitegcarn Iameato €hoA IneTewwke 'ﬁnoq * TaY Te
€ MEJOYWN €pwy gﬁneqeﬁfno: MAATOC A€  AYOYEQCAPME

f 103"8 eTpeynwpl Tnbrasa TiceTajwio foycraypoc:

fiTeYNoYy aYnos RWTopTP Wone PRTALHTE IANMKAQ ° €peiiioy-
22T TaQO €paToy Tigeaasiitpe’ TnOYx= ° epexeoya cobre Toy-
choTToc €TPeyarapt TPIME QICIUJE * EPEREOYA QU00C €YxWwPp oY~
AOTHCH * €PEPENROOYE 22000C eycohte ToenerhT * epereoya wwnT
THOTKRAOA TiWonTe €areg fcoype® * epenAaoc Manowoc wuy efod
X€ OYNOG TUWja SAN TME MOOY * ENNMACTAYPOY WMMENRKAKE 'ﬁ’rﬁgm'r_ﬁ
LWNETWTOPTP MMMENPESNOC: AYW FWTEYMOY AYTAQ0 WMUHPE

f. 104™ TnmoyTe epaTy oTMbHara IMPHTEMWN ° agyr Tineghad eQpay |
NMEYEIWT AYalyagosy IAMEYRE AAdY A€ HHaxe aAAa A€THPHALIAC
NWENPOPHTHC WWIE MAY NTANPO FMAQPINMEYEIWT €YRW IAOC =€
TITOK MXO0EIC KCOOYH RMMAQHT ° KCOOYT TNaQiooye * ARAOKRILMATE
TAOT WNEKWTO €hoN ° ARMAY €ENMEYMEEYE THPOY xRE NEYEIPE
IO0Y QapoT €Nmeoooy ° eThenal mapoyxiyine THPOY ° amep-
TPARIWINE ANOR ° RAPOYTWTOPTP THPOY MTATHWTOPTP ANMOK:
QWALOIWC AAYEIA TPOPHTEYE QAPOY €Y= IMALOC RE NAQIET €T-
TATIPO MO * * TamfiTWHpPE FOYWT €TE 1= NNIOYQLOO0P:

f. 104'3 MAATOC A€ AGUARE NWRRAY €YXRW IWAOC RE€ €XC npmne5'|
ATRTY €TETHALHTE * 07 G€ NE TETROYWW €TPadaey mag: NTOOY A€
aywuy €hoA eyxw IXAOC RE CTAYPOY IXWOY: MERENIAATOC K€
oy me nnofle Ntagaayg Tatchw mag Taraayg €hoA: mexay may x=e
enexnenas probe efieTnaliTyg an €meTara HCETaay €TOOTH : mERAY
SAY K€ ETETIMACTATPOY WNETHPPO : MeRAY RE MfITAN Ppo anaray
ficanPpo Kalcap: MIAATOC a€ agaay Hpuige eboA glameqenoy °
AgTaag €TOOTOY AYTW AYXEITY €rNad IMMERPAMION ° aYCTAYPOY

1 MS eThHHT. 2 MS mearnanTpe. 3 MS adds €YUWATHOYRAOAL.
4 MS Mmasseoys. 5 MS mpw.
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except the day when these lawless Jews assembled to Pilate, saying:
¢ The Son of Joseph Whom thou hast taken in surety, bring Him out to
us that we may crucify Him’? And when Pilate saw that they pressed
him about Him, he entered into the Praetorium and spoke with Jesus,
saying: ‘Behold, the whole nation of the Jews have assembled unto me
in regard to Thee, that | I should deliver Thee and give Thee into their f. 103"
“hands that they may crucify Thee. I, indeed, know that Thou hast not
done anything worthy of death, and 1 wish to release Thee. But if
Thou art in truth the Son of God, I will bring Thee before the judge-
ment-seat and let Thy Deity free Thee from their midst, that Thou
mayest be saved from their hands.’” But He did not answer Pilate
a single word, as Isaiah the prophet prophesied of Him: ¢ As a sheep
they brought him to slay him, and as a lamb he raised not his voice
before his shearer, so he did not open his mouth in his humility.” But

Pilate commanded them to arrange the judgement-seat | and to prepare f. 103%#
a Cross.

Immediately there was a great commotion in the midst of the earth.
The Jews produced false witnesses; one prepared a sponge to fill
with vinegar and gall; another sat sharpening a spear ; others sat pre-
paring nails ; another plaited a crown of plaited work full of thorns.
The lawless people cried out: ‘To-day is a great festival for us. We
shall crucify our enemy and kill Him Who disturbs our nation.’” And
forthwith they placed the Son of God at the judgement-seat of the pro-
curator. He raised His eyes to | His Father. He sighed but made no f. 104™
speech, but Jeremiah the prophet was His utterance before His Father,
saying: ‘Thou, O Lord, knowest My heart. Thou knowest my ways.
Thou hast proved me in Thy Presence. Thou hast seen all their thoughts
that they were evil towards me. On this account let them all be
ashamed. Do not cause me to be ashamed. Let them all be con-
founded, that I may not be confounded.” Likewise David prophesies
for him, saying: ‘Save me from the mouth of the lion; my only son
from the hand of these dogs.’

But Pilate spoke with them, saying: ‘Behold the man! | I have f 104™
brought Him into your midst. What, indeed, do you wish me to do to
Him?’ But they cried out, saying: ‘Crucify Him!’ Pilate said:
¢ What sin hath He done, that I may chastise Him and release Him?’
They said to him: ¢ Had not this man sinned, He would not have been
brought to this place to be given into thy hand.’ He said to them:
‘Would you crucify your king?’ They said: ‘ We have no king but
king Caesar.” But Pilate made himself innocent of His blood. e
gave Him into their hands and they took Him to the Place of the Skull
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220Y  ATHAAY KAQHY FimeeooiTe AWTNTEYCTOAH €TEO0AE a0 °
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and crucified Him. They stripped Him of His garments and of His
robe which clothed Him, and cast lots upon them.
But when the sun, the wise servant, saw the nakedness of | his Lord, f. 104"®
he hastened and concealed his light half the day. He made darkness
that these shameless ones might not look upon the nakedness of their
Lord upon the cross. The Jews were running here and there rejoicing
over what they were doing to Him. Forthwith one came with a nail
and drove it through His right hand into the cross and it stuck out
behind the wood. Another was driven into His left hand and it stuck
out behind the wood. Another was driven into both of His feet. They
crucified Him, and also two thieves with Him.
Behold, indeed, the Father as He looked upon His Son as they nailed
Him to the wood of the cross. Behold the deep sorrow | of the Father f. 104"
as His Son asked for a little water on the cross and they gave Him
vinegar and gall. Behold the Father as the soldiers parted the clothing
of His Son among them and cast lots upon His raiment. Behold the
Father as the wicked thief derided Him upon the cross, saying : ¢ Unless
Thou hadst sinned, they would not have brought Thee to this place.
Behold the Father when Pilate threatened His Son. Behold the Father
when His Son bowed His head on this side and that and did not find
a place to bend His head upon the cross, as He was about to give up
the spirit. Behold the Father when He looked upon His Son as they
pierced Him with a spear for our sins. Behold the Father when His
Son gave His spirit into His hands for | the human race. All these f 105™
things were done to the Son of God and He endured in His goodness.
The Father was deeply grieved when He saw His Son in all these
sufferings which He endured in His goodness, but he did not destroy
all His creation in a single hour. What man or beast or bird will ever
see all these things being done ta.his offspring and him enduring them ?
Behold, moreover, I have told you in all these instances that the
Father is good and compassionate and mercifully forgives sins. For
this grief occurred for the first time since the beginning when the Father
grieved at the time when Adam died. This was the first tear-drop | £ 105™
which came from the eyes of the Father, the name of which was mercy
and repentance ; for there would have been no repentance, unless on
that day the Father had grieved over Adam. The second grief was
when the Father grieved on the day that His Son was crucified upon
the cross. The third time when the Father will grieve and be sorrowful

B

is the day when heaven and earth will pass away and the elements dis-
solve ; the day when the sun and the moon will withdraw to their place,
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and afterwards go and stand in the Presence of God. Woe to the race
of men on that day! For truly the righteous will fear and the powers
will tremble because they do not know what | will come to pass. For f. 105"
if -a ruler sits upon the judgement-seat the whole crowd fears and his
officials themselves tremble, how much more will they be afraid of this
great judgement-seat, the fear of which is wide-spread ? For no practice
of lying will be able to set man apart on that day ; neither will name or
rank or riches or anything be able to help man, except beseeching God.
Then the Judge will say to the heathen: ¢ Why do you worship the
sun and the moon and the stars and the idols and the sticks and the
stones?’ Then they will answer and say: ‘Woe to us, O righteous
Judge! We have seen them and those who made them to pray to them.
We thought that they | were god but they deceived us.’ f. 105"
Then the sun will stand at the judgement-seat of God and address
the heathen and Manichaeans, those who pray to him daily as god, and
say to them : ‘O transgressors, what is my divinity which you see in me
that you would pray to me? Do you not see me ministering to the
world like a servant and like an animal which is goaded behind? This
is what I am like. I am constantly being goaded to fulfil the command
of God. How, indeed, do you worship me as god? But I am innocent
of your transgression.’
And again the moon will stand | at the judgement-seat of God and f. 106"
condemn and blame those who have put their trust in him as god, say-
ing to them: ¢ Where is the divinity in me that you worship me? Do
you not see that I am like a small child who is born, and advances in
age little by little until he becomes big? Afterwards he withers away
and loses strength in his old age until his time is completed and he
dies. This is what I am like. When I was born I was small, after-
wards I became larger until I shone splendidly. Am I god who wishes
to find my own glory? And I was full of light, but I am not my own
master ; I fade little by little. How, then, have you | exalted me and f. 1068
prayed to me?’
And again the idols made with hands will come and stand at the
judgement-seat, deriding those who worshipped them and saying to
them : ‘O foolish men, why have you worshipped us? When is the
day that our mouth opened and spoke? Or when is the day that our
hands stretched out and we took gifts at your hands? Or what thing
have you seen us doing? Except a foolish person, whoever would wor-
ship the deaf, dumb, blind as god? Have you not seen that we do
not speak or hear or smell or judge? How, therefore, have you been
deceived in all this way and rejected God ?’
| When all our nations are judged each one in accordance with His f. 106"
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decree, then He who judges righteously will command the things which
each one has done to stand before Him at that time in the hour of
punishment. One has not kept his baptism holy ; some are murderers ;
others false witnesses ; some have failed to endure ; each one according
to his sins, and each one as he has transgressed. Then the Judge will
speak openly to the righteous, saying: ¢ Rise up, My holy members. Do
not fear. Rejoice now in My Kingdom, in return for the sufferings | f. 106"
which you have received for My Name’s sake.’ Afterwards He will
turn to those on His left and say to them: ¢ Depart from Me, you who
are cursed, to the everlasting fire which has been prepared for the devil
and all his angels” Because as soon as the Judge sits upon the
judgement-seat, they will bring the whole human race before Him in
one body. Immediately Michael blows the trumpet at the head of the
valley of Jehoshaphat and a sign appears upon the head of all the
sinners, and that sign is black like sackcloth. Then all the ministers
will stand when they see the sign which has been revealed | in the midst f. ro7™
of the whole human race, and will remain examining all of them. Every
one upon whom is this sign will be set on the left of the Judge.
Oh this great division which will take place on that day! A father is
separated from his son and is made to stand on the left of the Judge.
A son is separated from his father, each from the other. A daughter is
separated from her mother and is taken gazing back at her. A man is
standing by his wife when she is separated from him and her children,
and thou findest her eyes gazing after her children and her husband,
but they are not able to open their mouths and speak. | A sinful man f. 107
will be brought out from the righteous. Who will be able to speak at
that time when they are separated from one another? The righteous
will stand on the right of the judgement-place, and their countenances
beam with joy because they stand at the right of the judgement-place,
and they shine like snow. But the godless themselves stand on the left
of the judgement-place, and their countenances are black like a burnt
pot. Then the sentence will come forth from the mouth of the Son of
God ; for His Father is in Him and He is in His Father; They are
inseparably united.
When the Son of God gazes upon the multitude of men who will go
to destruction, | His eyes will weep and there will be great crying and t. 107%*
weeping at that time. When God grieves over His creation, as a multi-
tude goes to destruction, the angels and archangels put their robes to
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their faces and weep over the whole human race, and the cherubim and
seraphim weep over humanity. Thou wilt find the righteous weeping
for their fellows: some weep for their parents; others weep for their
children. Afterwards the righteous Judge will stand and sigh and say:
‘O My blessed creation, why have you become aliens to Me to-day?
I, indeed, have given you life, | but you have chosen for yourselves f. 1078
death. But I am innocent of your blood.’
When the righteous Judge says these things, sinners will go to ever-
lasting punishments. But all the sufferings which the righteous received
will they forget, and the Son of God will rejoice with them in His benefits
in the everlasting ages. It will fall to us, O my beloved children, to
count the number of those who will be saved. Behold, I put before
you the proposition, when I said it at the beginning, that, as the Son is
good, so is the eternal Father good | and merciful. He does not wish f. 108™
any man to go to destruction, but that they shall all turn to Him and
be saved. Let us all turn to Him in an upright heart and repent, that
we may be saved from our former transgressions. And He is merciful
and will forgive all sins. To Him be glory and honour for ever and
ever. Amen.
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