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Cortic BiBLicAL FRAGMENTS IN THE POSSESSION OF THE
TRINITY COLLEGE IN DUBLIN

The Trinity College in Dublin possesses a small collection of eight Coptic manuscript fragments. They are
currently inventoried under the call numbers 11062/1-8. The fragments were purchased by the Trinity Col-
lege during an auction in December 1998 from Sotheby’s. In January 2012, I have made an investigation of
the fragments on the basis of the photographs which were sent to me by Jane Maxwell, the principal cura-
tor at the Manuscripts and Archives Research Library of the Trinity College in Dublin. The present report
touches on the identification of the Dublin material.

The fragments are written on parchment, being small, irregular in shape and badly deteriorated. All
of them are written in the Sahidic dialect. In most cases, only a few words, letters or traces of letters have
survived. The description supplied by the auction house did not identify the content of any of the fragments,
but stated that some of them may belong to the lives of the saints. However, no such identification was pos-
sible upon closer examination.

Thus, fragments 11062/1-2 and 5-8 have been identified as Biblical in character. The fragments
11062/3—4, which are paleographically related and came from the same manuscript, still resist any proper
identification of the text. However, the fragmentary rubric which appears on the verso (Flesh side) of
11062/3 suggests that they might had belonged to a #ypikon. The following texts were identified:

fragments 11062/1-2: Psalms 31:7-10, 32:5-9
fragment 11062/5: 2 Peter 2:1-2, 5-7
fragment 11062/6: John 11:44—-46

fragment 11062/7: Ecclesiastes 1:9-11
fragment 11062/8: Mark 1:24-26

The comparison of the Dublin material with other Coptic manuscripts which belonged to the White Monas-
tery, in Upper Egypt, had showed that at least two of them come from this location. Moreover, it is possible
that all the Trinity College lot came from the White Monastery codices which are scattered today all over
the world.

Fragments 11062/1-2: Psalms

Parchment. 45 x 70 mm; 36 x 44 mm. Hair and flesh sides of the skin clearly distinguishable. On the upper
outer corner of the recto (Flesh side) the page number 45 (H€) is clearly visible. One column of text. The
two fragments originally belonged to the same leaf. Sahidic dialect.

The identification of other leaves from the same manuscript shows that the Dublin fragments belonged
to a lectionary once in the possession of the White Monastery. Related fragments: Rome, Bibliotheca
Apostolica, Borg. copt. 109, cass. 23, fasc. 90, ff. 1-2. The same scribe copied another White Monastery
manuscript from which some fragments of the Proverbs have been found. These include: Rome, Bibliotheca
Apostolica, Borg. copt. 109, cass. 6, fasc. 23, ff. 1-4.

Psalms 31:7-10, 32:5-9

1 [TeealyiCc eTROTE] €poi
[MATEARA COTT €ROA 2JNNET
[oHMaKOTE AlaYa]AMa
[THATAMOK NTATCAROK €TE]2IH €T
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5 [RN&BWK NOHTC:]
[tHaTaXPE NARAA €2pail €XWK]
[Mnppe€ NN TO MUNIMAC MOP]K
[eTEMNTOY MUTCARE"]
[cwk N[NO[YOoOS€E NNETE]E
10 [Ncea2wn €POK all 2HOYXAALNOC
[fnoywToy]
[2a92 HEMMACTI3 MpePHO]RE
[MIa A€ NAKWTE ENET2EANIZ]E
[enxoelC]

[ms]

1 1Ka2 TH[P] Me2 MNA MNxoelC]
AYW 2HMnfeqwaxe NTaMniye]
Tax[po]
AYW NEY[SOM THPOY 2MNEMNA Npw( ]
5 neT[cwoy?2 NMMOOoY NeaAAC]
ca li[e€ Nnackoc:]
[MlenTta[dgkw HRNNOYN 2HNEYA2WWP]
[Ma]peri[ka2 THp( pP2oTE 2HTT]
[Mn[xoeic]
10 mMapeM[a NIM CTWOT 92HT( MiloYOoN]
N[IM ETOYH?2 N2HTOY"]
X€ N[ToY MENTAUXO00C AYWWIE]
NT[O MENTAY2WWN AYW® AYCWNT]
M[XO0EIC NAXWVWPE EROA MIMWYOXNE]
15 [niiseenoc:]

11062/1 (upper) and 11062/2 (lower)

Fragments 11062/3—4: Unidentified (perhaps fragments of a liturgical codex)

Parchment. 42 x 42 mm; 42 x 56 mm. Hair and flesh sides of the skin clearly distinguishable according to
the color. No pagination preserved. The similarity of the handwriting suggests that both fragments came
from the same manuscript. Written in the Sahidic dialect. Too little text has survived to attempt identifica-
tion but the fragmentary rubric which occurs on the verso (Flesh side) of 11062/3 seems to suggest that the
fragments belonged to a typikon.

11062/3

recto (Hair side) verso (Flesh side)
[...Jlovyaal...] [...] x[...]
[...]Telr A€ epel...] [...]JavoaTe]...]
[...]2€ epenegl...] [...]Jo2e neq]...]
[...] omn(...]

[.

..Juoyl...]
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11062/4
recto (Flesh side)

[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
[

1al...]
...JuMooy mf...]
Inay
]
]
JTe
leksix:
Iuiioen
Jrmoy

11062/3 (upper) and 11062/4 (lower)

verso (Hair side)

—_— ) e
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Fragment 11062/5: 2 Peter

Parchment fragment. 69 x 90 mm. Hair and flesh sides of the skin clearly distinguishable according to
the color. Pagination lacking. Traces of two columns of text have survived on both sides. Sahidic dialect.
P. Berol. 10.595 is written in a very similar if not identical hand.

Recto (Flesh side): 2 Peter 2:1-2, 5-7

1 [Moenaalpicic NT]aKO: 1 KY[P3 NTAIKAIOCY]
[aYw eyapua H]xo NH- [eadelne foy]
[elc iTaquwort]oy: KaT[AKAYCMOC €]
[eyeme eopal ex]woy XH[MKOCMOC il ]

5 [NoyTaKo 2HioYs]EernH: 5 CeRH[C ayw NMMno|
[aYw oyl oymHh]|we AIC H[COAOMA Mil]
[MaoYya20Y Hican]ey roMm[oppa A(POK]
[cowy nai eTo]y 20Y [ea(TSAEIOOY]
[MAAT OYa €TRHHTOY] oo YWopwp]

10 [eneooy NTHMNTPpPO] 10 eadk[aay mMael]

fne[Tnap MiTeagTe:]
alyw nmaikatoc aoT]

Verso (Hair side): 2 Peter 2:10—11 (only the left side column has
survived)

NENTAYRW]K [21]
najooy [tioly
capsz oloylerney
MIA HCw]w: eay

5 KaTadpoluei NT
MiTXO0€El]|C e2€eN
MUTAY-EA]THC
NCECTWT] AN 2HT(

10 HMrieooy elyxi oya

NMMa eTeplenar
rexoc o Nnos| iion

[

[

[

[

[

[
[peqTOAMA] HlE ET
[

[

[M

[

[
[Tdl

11062/5

Fragment 11062/6: Gospel of John

Parchment fragment. 47 x 93 mm. Hair and flesh sides of the skin clearly distinguishable. Pagination lack-
ing. Sahidic dialect. Perhaps from the scriptorium of Touton in the Fayyum. Two columns of text, of which
only a few lines have survived. On the verso (Flesh side), in the intercolumn space, the number 26 occurs
in Coptic characters (ks). The number refers to the division of the text in kephalaia.
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Recto (Flesh side): John 11:44—46. Only a few letters of the left side column are legible. The right side
column is lost.

1 [mexe 1T nay-] xe
[ROA] EROA NTETH] Kaa(
IREEHOS OYMH]H
[we Ae egoA 2NiOY]AAT

5 [enTayel wamapia] ayw
[aynay enentaqaalq ay
[meTeye epoy: 20ine A€
[erOA N2HTOY AYR]WK
[manedapicaloc aylw

10 [aYTaMOOY ENENTA IC aaY:]

Verso (Hair side): John 12:15—17. Too little is preserved from the left side column to attempt reconstruction.

1 e[xiioycHs Nelw: nequa]
©H[THC Mroyeme]
en[al HYOPIT aAAA]
NT[epeyxl eooy NSIIC]

5 TOT[€ AYP NMMEYE XE NEPE]
NA[T CH2 ETRHHT aYW]
NA[T nEe NTavyaay Nag-]
ne[p MiTpe s€ Nsin|
M[HHYE eTHNMAY XE]

11062/6
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Fragment 11062/7: Ecclesiastes

Parchment fragment. 63 x 77 mm. Hair and flesh sides of the skin clearly distinguishable. No pagination.
Sahidic. One column of text. The recto (Flesh side) has a few letters from the title: [mekkAnCI]acTHC.
Only four letters of the first line (Ecclesiastes 1:1) have survived: nai Ne Tigaxe HMEKKAHCIAC]THC
nlyHpe NAAYELA-].

Verso (Hair side), Ecclesiastes 1:9-11:

1 [aY]w MiiA[aaY N2WR NRPPE 2aPW( MITPH]
€PE MPW[ME NAWAXE EPOOY N(XO0O0OC XE €IC MAl]
OYRHPE TI[€° €AH AYOYW €YWwIie 2Nal]
ON NTaYW[wne 2aTH2IH:]

5 [MM]upriMeeye gw [ NHWOPIT aYw HKe2aeeyve]
NTaYWW([re 25 THIH]

11062/7

Fragment 11062/8: Gospel of Mark

Parchment fragment. 97 x 49 mm. Hair and flesh sides of the skin clearly distinguishable. No pagination.
Sahidic dialect. Perhaps from the scriptorium of Touton in the Fayyum. Originally the manuscript had two
columns of text but only a few lines of the right side column have survived on the verso. The recto (Flesh
side) partly preserves the title, which can be reconstructed perhaps as neyarreaion [fkaTa MAPKOC].
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11062/8

Verso (Hair side), Mark 1:24-26:

1 [NTK meToy]aar MNOYTE:
[aYw IC age]mAIMa NA( EYXWD
[MMocC] xe TwM NpwK
[nTel e]lRoA MMOY: aYW

5 [nTepenefiia] nakaoap[Ton]
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